
Summary for the Round Table Presentation

The Changing Landscape of converting Print to Braille Music:

10 minute PowerPoint presentation by Christina Christensen

The process of transcribing print to Braille music began in the early 19th Century following the invention of the Braille music code by Louis Braille. Initially a manual task, performed by sighted or blind people using Perkins Brailing machines it has undergone significant changes within the digital age of computers and internet information exchange now available.

This presentation will focus on the latest trends used for transcribing music viewed from internal work methods at Vision Australia. Current international based research derived from attendance at the DAISY Braille Music Project Consortium conferences held in Europe will be referenced regarding most recent updates.

Will we in the future be able to translate print to Braille music using software or online resources with the press of a few keys to an acceptable standard? 

10 minute presentation by Ria Andriani
For braille music users, the most exciting development is the innovation of Music XML, a common filetype which can be read by a number of notation software. Speaking from my own experience as a freelance singer and work at Vision Australia, I’ll highlight the possibilities and challenges of using Music XML to produce braille music.

Music XML can drastically speeds up the transcription process. Users have the option to source music from online repositories such as IMSLP, CPDL, Muse Score Library, even getting music from composers directly. But they are not always ideal.

How much sighted assistance is needed to produce braille out of music XML? What are some of the challenges which have been documented? How can clients use NDIS funding to get assistance accessing their music? 


